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This may be difficult to believe, however, this is the first year in fifteen years that we no longer 
have a student who was alive during the tragedies of September 11th.  The reality of this 
statement tells me two things: 1) the farther we move from this historical event, less and less 
people will truly understand the overwhelming emotions we felt as a nation during this 
unspeakable tragedy; and 2) I am getting old. Although a decade and a half has passed since that 
fateful day, in many ways I can return to that place and time with merely a blink of an eye.  
Living in my hometown of Baltimore at that time and what seemed like being merely a stone’s 
throw away from the attack on the Pentagon, I keenly recall the range of sadness, fear, confusion 
and anger I felt on that day and for many weeks to come. And although anyone would be hard 
pressed to find something positive amidst the devastation of this event, many Americans 
channeled that anger and sadness into a reconnection with their inner patriot. For many, a 
decision was made to enlist in the military. And of the countless who did make this emotional, 
yet admirable decision, one such enlistee caused many to scratch their head in wonder. Pat 
Tillman wasn’t your normal Army recruit. Pat was an All-Pro football player for the Arizona 
Cardinals. And although he was set to sign a $3.6 million dollar contract, he set aside his 
personal ambitions to serve his country as a United States Army Ranger. Sadly though, Pat 
Tillman lost his life while serving in Afghanistan.  
 
As our school community celebrated Veteran’s Day on November 11th, I once again found myself 
thinking about Pat Tillman. He passed through my mind, not merely for his own selfless 
heroism, but rather as a real life symbol for all of the modern day heroes who attended our 
special prayer service event that we held in their honor. Although this varied group of everyday 
heroes may not have turned away from a $3.6 million contract to enlist, they were drawn to 
serve their fellow citizens in the most impressive of ways - much like Pat Tillman did 14 years 
ago. During our prayer service, our veteran’s proudly stated their names, their branch of military 
service and in some cases, the war in which they served. This group of veterans represented each 
branch and each generational war with ages that ranged from late 20’s to upper 80’s. Also 
included in this special event was our guest speaker, Mayor Jake Day, who also serves our 
country as a member of the United States Army National Guard. Although this day was arranged 
for our veterans, Mayor Day made a point to tell our students to become the type of community 
members who do not wait to be called upon to serve, but rather to follow the lead of generations 
of soldiers, sailors, airmen and guardsmen who believed so deeply in the ideals of our 
democracy, that they stood tall to ensure that peace and justice remain as a pillar of hope for all 
citizens and for all nations. And knowing the type of program we offer at SFdS and the quality 
young people who live in Penguin Nation, I firmly believe that the next generation of leaders 
who will stand tall to ensure that peace and justice prevail, sit within the desks of our Catholic 
School.  
 
Before this blessed day could conclude, our 3rd and 7th grade prayer partner group, along with 
siblings and other family members, paid a visit to Springhill Memory Gardens. Our “Flag 
Planting Project” saw our students place 1000 small American flags upon the grave markers to 
honor the countless veterans whose final resting place resides in this Hebron cemetery.   
 
A special note of gratitude to Mayor Jake Day and the Knights of Columbus for the generous 
support they offered in helping us to honor the selfless service of our veterans. 
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